
Say NO to Parking Freight 
Trains in Our Neighborhoods
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Thank you to our 

legislators and 

public officials

for hearing our voice





Say NO to 
parking 
freight 
trains



NO Holding Track

separate freight and passenger rail service
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RAIL NETWORK ENVY OF MODERN WORLD



FREIGHT RAILROAD BENEFITS

□ Delivering Global Competitiveness – Railroads haul 

approximately 1/3rd of all U.S. exports

□ Providing Affordable Freight Transport – Rail rates 

fell from 1981-2014 - can now ship twice as much

□ Increasing Fuel Efficiency - Railroads are 4 times 

more fuel-efficient than trucks

□ Lessening Highway Congestion - A train can carry 

the freight of more than 400 hundred trucks



CHICAGO’S RAIL PROBLEM



FREIGHT | PASSENGER PROBLEM

Shared Use Corridors Cannot Support Growth:

Rail Congestion:



WHY HOLDING TRACKS ARE WRONG

□ Velocity is key 



SEPARATE FREIGHT & PASSENGER

Davis Junction

Alternate 5 Great Lakes Basin



NO Holding Track

process details and project orientation
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GLENVIEW’S

RAIL HISTORY

Recognized as 

“Top 4 Transit Suburb” 

of Chicago by 

DePaul University 

Glenview Road was 

center of civic activity 

back then, 

as it is today



AMTRAK 

METRA | CP LINE

Others – current trips:

□ 61 Metra Milwaukee 

North Line

□ 27 Canadian Pacific

Amtrak – current trips:

□ 14 Amtrak Hiawatha

□ 2 Amtrak Empire Builder



AMTRAK 

HIAWATHA

PROPOSAL

$195 million project to 

increase daily Amtrak 

Hiawatha service from 

the current 

14 trips to 20 trips



ADDITIONAL 6 TRIPS

• 9:25 am     

express

• 7:07 pm

• 10:52 pm

• 8:26 am 

• 2:57 pm

• 11:43 pm



Who is benefiting from this proposal?

PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS

Transportation AgenciesPassenger RailFreight Rail



NO Holding Track
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How is the Federal 
Government regulating 

this proposal?

• Requires agencies to 
undertake assessment of 
environmental effects of 
proposed actions

• Supposed to ensure better 
informed decisions and 
citizen involvement

NEPA
PROCESS National Environmental Policy Act 



“
THE PURPOSE OF THIS EA IS TO IDENTIFY 

AND ADDRESS EXISTING AND FUTURE 
PASSENGER DEMAND FOR AMTRAK’S 

HIAWATHA SERVICE.

- Chicago-Milwaukee Intercity Passenger Rail Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA)



|  Release of EA – October 6, 2016 

Where in the process is this project?

1

|  Project’s Public Meeting – November 2, 2016 2

|  Release of revised EA – anticipated April 20183

|  2nd Project Public Meeting – April/May? 4

|  Project approval granted by FRA – Summer? 5
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GLENVIEW’S

OBJECTIONSActions to Date:

□ October 18, 2016 – Board 

passed Resolution objecting

□ November 15, 2016 –

objection filed to FRA

□ January 15, 2017 – 2nd 

objection filed to FRA

□ Hosted 2 public information 

meetings

□ Attended various events and 

neighborhood meetings

□ Legislator coordination



NO Holding Track

3



R
E
G

IO
N

A
L
 T

R
A

IN
 M

A
P



LAKE FOREST HOLDING TRACK

3-mile holding track (Conway Rd. to Route 176)



GLENVIEW

HIAWATHA

MAP

1. Proposed 2-mile 

freight holding 

track on UP rail line 

for CP trains

2. Proposed universal 

crossover switches 

south of Dewes

Street in Downtown 

Glenview
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FREIGHT HOLDING TRACK



FREIGHT 

HOLDING TRACK

Proposed Work w/in ROW

□ 2 new single track 

bridges

□ New freight track rail bed 

□ 20 ft. tall retaining wall 

needed to hold rail bed

□ Loss of green screening

New

rail bed

7 ft

tall



HOLDING TRACK IMPACTS 

& SOLUTIONS
□ Increased congestion and delays on W. Lake Ave.

□ Unacceptable health, safety, environmental and 

property value impacts

□ Use viable alternatives; remove holding track from EA 

□ Focus on solution of separating freight/passenger rails
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DOWNTOWN SWITCHES



SWITCH IMPACTS

& SOLUTIONS



Who is impacted by this proposal?

PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS

Glenview NeighborhoodsCommunities



“SEE & HEAR” THE IMPACTS



NO Holding Track

physical and environmental impacts
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HEALTH IMPACTS

- DAVE RAHIJA, Glenview ACTION Committee | Glenbrook Hospital 



Glenbrook Hospital

HEALTH IMPACTS

- DAVE RAHIJA, Glenview ACTION Committee | Glenbrook Hospital 



Glenbrook South High School

□ 3,137 students 263 faculty

SCHOOL IMPACTS

- SKIP SHEIN, Glenbrook High School District 225 President 



- KENT FULLER, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (retired)

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
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ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS

- KENT FULLER, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (retired)



□ Given the project complexity an EIS is needed

□ WisDOT & IDOT need to be transparent – release all 

the data and information requested

PUBLIC DUE PROCESS

- SHERI LATASH, League of Women Voters Glenview/Glencoe Co-President



 Too noisy

 Increase in safety risks due to switches

- JIM MARTIN, Former Glenview Chamber of Commerce President 

NOISE & TRAFFIC IMPACTS



- JIM MARTIN, Former Glenview Chamber of Commerce President 

NOISE & TRAFFIC

IMPACTS



- GARY DUBOFSKY, The Willows Neighborhood 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS



- GARY DUBOFSKY, The Willows Neighborhood 

ENVIRONMENTAL

IMPACTS



- JoANN DESMOND, Lake Forest ACTION Committee 

HEALTH, SAFETY 

& WELFARE
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HEALTH, SAFETY 

& WELFARE

Middlefork Savanna

□ 687 acre ecosystem

□ 3 mile freight holding 

track proposed to run 

through preserve

□ Biodiversity would be 

threatened by 

additional pollution

- JoANN DESMOND, Lake Forest ACTION Committee 



HEALTH, SAFETY & WELFARE

- JoANN DESMOND, Lake Forest ACTION Committee 

March 2017 Derailment

□ Occurred on UP line

□ 10 of 11 derailed cars 

carried hazmat materials

□ Need to separate freight 

and passenger rail



- CHUCK BALLING and SALLY STEPHENSON, Princeton Village HOA 

SAFETY

CONCERNS



SAFETY CONCERNS

- CHUCK BALLING and SALLY STEPHENSON, Princeton Village HOA 
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□ Who is responsible for 

the increased safety 

risks?

- CHUCK BALLING and SALLY STEPHENSON, Princeton Village HOA 

SAFETY CONCERNS



52

- CHUCK BALLING and SALLY STEPHENSON, Princeton Village HOA 

SAFETY CONCERNS



VIABLE ALTERNATIVES

- KERRY CUMMINGS, Former Glenview Village President 



NO Holding Track

we don’t need the holding track
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AMTRAK HIAWATHA 

EXPANSION

1. Holding Track = Freight Yard

2. Downtown congestion/safety

NEED FOR PROJECT?

Data does not support need for 

expansion of system using less than 

40% of its current seats

REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES
1. Extra passenger car

2. Use new locomotive/rail cars

3. Move Amtrak stop and switch to 
North Glenview station



Say NO to 
parking 
freight 

trains in 
Glenview
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

• Sign the petition

• Fill out a comment card or submit a 

comment to Glenview’s website at:   

RRinformation@glenview.il.us

• Let your legislators know your concerns

mailto:RRinformation@glenview.il.us


Thank you for attending


