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I .  EXISTING CONDITIONS
Overview of the Village of Glenview, its amenities, and related
planning efforts.



Existing Conditions Page 2

Glenview Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan

INTRODUCTION

Located in northern Cook County, the Village of 
Glenview is approximately 20 miles northwest of 
downtown Chicago. The Village shares borders with 
Northbrook, Wilmette, Golf, Morton Grove, Skokie, 
and Northfield (see Figure 1-1).  
 
As of the 2020 Census, the Village population was 
48,705, making it the 17th-largest municipality 
in Cook County. The Village encompasses 
approximately 14 square miles in size, meaning 
that the Village’s density is 3,478 residents per 
square mile. Once home to a military base that 
housed thousands of enlisted military members, 
Glenview’s population has nearly doubled since 
1970. The Village’s growth has been spurred by 
innovative development, including The Glen, two 
Metra stations, and mixed housing stock. As a result, 
Glenview’s population is, on average, older than 
Cook County but similar to its municipal neighbors. 
Between 2010 and 2020, Glenview’s population 
growth rate was 8.6%, the seventh-highest in Cook 
County. 

Land Use
Like many suburban communities, Glenview’s most 
extensive land use is residential. Approximately 
42% of the total properties in Glenview have been 
developed for residential purposes, ranging from 
single-family housing to multifamily housing, 
resulting in the diverse housing stock. 
 
While Residential uses primarily comprise single-
family houses, Glenview has developed multi-family, 
condominium and apartment developments to 
respond to the desire for diverse housing types. 
Since vacant parcels are increasingly rare in 
Glenview, future residential developments will most 
likely be mixed-use or multifamily due to the lack of 
undeveloped space within the Village and the large 
swaths of land required for single-family housing 
development. 

Commercial & Retail Use 
The commercial and retail expansion has followed 
the population increases, resulting in a municipality 
with diverse shopping options, ranging from 
big box stores to local businesses. Most notably, 

Figure 1-1: Map of Glenview and Surrounding Municipalities
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commercial and retail uses along the Waukegan 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue corridors represent 
Glenview’s most significant share of options. Since 
its inception in 1999, The Glen Town Center has 
provided Glenview with more shopping options, 
recreational opportunities, and diverse residential 
offerings. While these shopping options provide a 
well-rounded shopping experience for residents, 
boost tax revenue, and include pedestrian 
amenities, many require residents to access them 
via automobile, one of the shortcomings of many 
suburban commercial centers throughout the 
region.  

Open Space 
Glenview is home to several pristine open spaces 
and recreational areas. These open space amenities 
enhance the value of residential properties and 
produce increased tax revenues for communities. 
The most noteworthy parks within Glenview 
include Gallery Park, the Village’s largest park, 
encompassing 142 acres adjacent to The Glen. 
Community Park West, a 95-acre park providing 
lighted ball fields, walking paths, a nature area, and 
a 15,000-square-foot skatepark, is located just east 
of I-294. Flick Park is the Village’s premier outdoor 
aquatic center and offers residents a fieldhouse for 
rental.  
 
Many of the park and recreational sites within 
Glenview fall under the jurisdiction of the Glenview 
Park District, one of the stakeholders identified 
to provide input for the update to this Plan. 
The Glenview Park District oversees 853 acres 
of parkland and open outdoor space, many of 
which can be rented by residents and visitors for 
events and programming. Some of the critical 
open space assets the Park District maintains are 
Historic Wagner Farms, an educational destination 
to learn about farming history, and The Grove, a 
150-acre land preserve with various activities and 
programming1. 

Neighboring Bike Plans
Several relevant planning efforts have preceded 
this Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan, many of which have 
recommended how the Village and its partnering 
stakeholders can improve their active transportation 
network. Therefore, these plans are essential to 
review to build on previous Village Plans while 
ensuring that the vision of this Plan aligns with 
partner municipal and regional agencies crafting 
similar plans. 

 ▶ 2017 Village of Glenview Comprehensive Plan
 ▶ NWMC Multimodal Transportation Plan
 ▶ Cook County Bike Plan

“Glenview is a family-oriented community that is welcoming to all. Many characteristics 
combine to make Glenview what it is today: our proximity to downtown Chicago with access 
to various transportation networks, high-quality schools, diverse commercial areas, and a 
variety of recreational opportunities. Some of Glenview’s best features include our thriving 
walkable neighborhoods and preserved natural and cultural areas such as the The Grove, 
Air Station Prairie, Gallery Park, and Wagner Farm. All these features are what residents love 
about Glenview and are what makes Glenview an attractive play to live, work, and play....”

- 2017 Glenview Comprehensive Plan Update

2017 Village of Glenview Comprehensive Plan

NWMC Multimodal Transportation Plan

Cook County Bike Plan

The Skokie Valley Trail is an important corridor
connecting Lake County to the City of Chicago. The trail
uses utility and former railroad right-of-ways and
provides an off-street, low-stress route for people of all
ages and abilities. Much of the initial planning and
engineering for gaps along the trail has already been
completed.

The Willow Road Bikeway provides an east-west
connection in northern Cook County. The route crosses
the Robert McClory Trail, North Branch Trail, and Des
Plaines River Trail. The existing western portions of the
route are mainly off-street. Bikeway barriers include
crossing I-294 and I-94.

The Cook County Department of Transportation and
Highways (DoTH) is one of the Chicago region's largest
investors in bicycle infrastructure. DoTH launched its
first-ever Bike Plan in 2021. 

Traffic congestion was identified as one of the more
challenging issues in the Village's Community Input
Themes. Walking and biking were raised as critical
alternative methods of transportation that also
contribute to the quality of life in Glenview. 

Figure 1-2: Neighboring Plans
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Transportation Behaviors
Glenview’s residents rely heavily on automobile 
travel. As a result, bicycling is reserved mainly for 
recreation and exercise instead of relying on the 
mode for daily travel purposes. In the last American 
Community Survey (ACS), of the approximately 
21,750 commuters within Glenview, only 0.3% 
commute via bicycle and 1.3% commute via walking. 
The low commuting rate via walking or bicycling 
can largely be explained by other factors, including 
a high average travel time to work (30.7 minutes), 
making bicycling or walking less likely to be used 
in commuting mode. Furthermore, the bicycle 
network within Glenview has not been built-out 
to the extent that would provide logical bicycling 
routes for commuting purposes. A complete bicycle 
and pedestrian network can help to decrease 
injuries, improve traffic flow, create safer sidewalks 
for pedestrians, increase frequenting of local 
businesses, provide environmental benefits, and 
health benefits for bicyclists.

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Glenview 

Golf 

Niles 

Northbrook 

Northfield 

Wilmette 

Cook County 

Public Transportation Walking/Bicycling Automobile Other

11.3% 1.6% 75.5% 11.6%

21.2% 1.4% 52.3% 25.1%

4.9% 2.8% 87.8% 4.5%

11.5% 1.9% 70.6% 16.0%

13.6% 2.3% 68.3% 15.8%

21.6% 3.2% 56.5% 18.7%

17.8% 5.1% 67.7% 9.4%

Source: United States Census 2020 American Community Survey (ACS) Data.

Figure 1-3: Glenview & Neighboring Municipalities Mode Share

When analyzing current travel behaviors and 
subsequent facility proposals, the four bicyclist 
typologies should be taken into consideration:
1. Strong and Fearless: People willing to bicycle 

with limited or no bicycle-specific infrastructure;
2. Enthused and Confident: People are willing to 

bicycle if some bicycle-specific infrastructure is 
in place;

3. Interested but Concerned: People willing to 
bicycle if high-quality bicycle infrastructure is in 
place; and

4. No Way, No How: People are unwilling to bicycle 
even on high-quality bicycle infrastructure.

These typologies help identify which segments of 
the population need lower-stress facilities. Roughly 
1% of adults identified as “Strong and Fearless,” 
and 7% identified as “Enthused and Confident.” 
However, the majority (60%) identified as “Interested 
but Concerned,” and the rest — 33% — identified as 
“No Way, No How.”
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FACILITY INVENTORY 

Overview
The Village of Glenview’s previous Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Plan was adopted in 2007. The Plan 
identified key infrastructure recommendations, 
proposed capital improvements, and captured 
public input on stakeholders’ vision for the future 
transportation network. Since its adoption, Village 
stakeholders, including municipal staff and elected 
officials, have worked to implement the vision 
described within the initial Plan in 2007. While the 
Plan has improved biking and walking conditions 
within the Village, several of its recommendations 
are still in the queue. The progress of the 2007 
Plan’s recommendations is highlighted in Figure 
1-4. The purpose of the analysis of this previous 
Plan is to simultaneously highlight the Village’s 
accomplishments and identify areas that could still 
be improved.

Bikeway Network
The growing bicycle network within Glenview 
currently stands at approximately 18.1 miles, as 
displayed in Figure 1-5. 

The most common bikeway type within Glenview 
is shared use paths. In total, Glenview is home to 
16.2 miles of shared use paths. A shared use path 
provides a travel area separate from motorized 
traffic for bicyclists, pedestrians, skaters, wheelchair 
users, joggers, and others. As a result, shared use 
paths can provide a low-stress experience for various 
users using the network for transportation or 
recreation.  
 
The other bicycle facilities identified within Village 
data are paved shoulders, bike lanes, and shared 
lanes (sharrows). These three elements total the 
remaining 1.8 miles of bicycle connections. These 
elements all have unique benefits, helping to create 
a comprehensive toolkit for municipalities to create 
a connected network of bicycling infrastructure. 
Municipalities that invest in a connected bicycle 
network can see many benefits, including fewer 
injuries, decreased congestion, safer sidewalks 
for pedestrians, increased frequenting of local 
businesses, environmental benefits, and health 
benefits for bicyclists.  
 
Glenview’s bicycle network comprises both local and  
regional facilities. Regional trails are part of a public  

BICYCLE RECOMMENDATION PROGRESS

The Glen 
Downtown Glenview 
Schools 
Shopping centers 
Village parks & pools 

Provide Access to Major Destinations 

Des Plaines 
Golf 
Northbrook 
Northfield 
Wilmette 

Connect to Neighboring villages 

Glenview Metra
North Glenview Metra
Local Pace Routes (208, 270, 272, 210, 421,
422, 423) 

Connect to Transit

Des Plaines River Trail 
North Branch Trail 
Techny Trail 
Cook County Forest Preserve 
Proposed Skokie Valley Trail

Link Regional Trails 

PEDESTRIAN RECOMMENDATION PROGRESS

Glenview Road 
Harlem Avenue 
Waukegan Road 
Milwaukee Avenue 
Landwehr Road 
Lake Avenue (east and west) 

Build/Repair Sidewalks Along Major
Arterials 

Near Downtown Glenview 
Along School Bus Routes for Children 
Access to The Glen 

Provide Sidewalk “Backbones” 1 in Select
Areas 

Countdown Timers 
Highly Visible Crosswalks 

Enhance Crosswalks for Improved
Accessibility 

East Lake Avenue

Increase Number of “Pedestrian Cut-
Through” Opportunities 

OBJECTIVE PROGRESS

East-West Connections

Access to Downtown Glenview, Train Stations,
The Glen

Plan for Bicyclists of All Skills Levels

LEGEND

OBJECTIVE/RECOMMENDATION IMPLEMENTED

OBJECTIVE/RECOMMENDATION UNDERWAY

Figure 1-4: 2007 Bike Plan Progress
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trail system that crosses between regional planning  
areas or jurisdictions, such as other counties, cities, 
or tribal reservations. In contrast, a local trail is 
located entirely within a single jurisdiction with 
fewer connections. Glenview has two regional trails 
within its borders, the Des Plaines River Trail and 
the North Branch of the Chicago River Trail, both of 
which are part of Cook County’s Forest Preserve trail 
system.  

Figure 1-5: Glenview Bikeway Network

End-of-trip facilities are designated places that 
support bicyclists, joggers, and walkers using 
alternative ways to travel to work rather than driving. 
These facilities include bike parking at transit 
stations, commercial and recreational centers; 
e-bike charging stations; vanity units; facilities for 
changing and storing clothing; showers; and bike 
repair stations. Glenview does not track the location 
of these facilities on private property. 

BIKE FACILITY TYPES

SHARED USE PATH

BIKE LANE

SHOULDER

89.5%

1.5%
9.0%
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Pedestrian Network
The extensive sidewalk network is an excellent 
asset for the Village and its residents due to the 
far-reaching positive impacts provided by sidewalks, 
including safety, mobility, vital transportation 
for individuals with disabilities, and healthier 
communities. However, many of Glenview’s older 
neighborhoods, mainly in the eastern portion of the 
Village, have limited sidewalk accommodations.  

In total, 62% of Glenview’s roadways have sidewalks 
on at least one side. Among the roadways without a 
sidewalk, many are within the older neighborhoods 
within the Village, which do not typically have the 
necessary right-of-way width. Glenview’s 318-mile 
sidewalk network is maintained by the Village 
of Glenview and the Glenview Park District. For 
comparison purposes, the sidewalk coverage of 
neighboring municipalities is displayed in Figure 1-7. 

Figure 1-6: Glenview Pedestrian Network

SIDEWALKS ON BOTH SIDES

SIDEWALKS ON ONE SIDE

NO SIDEWALKS

SIDEWALK COVERAGE

37.5%
47.1%

15.3%
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62%

PERCENTAGE OF SIDEWALKS ON AT LEAST ONE SIDE IN....

VILLAGE OF 87%
DEERFIELD

69%
NORTHBROOK

GLENVIEW
87%

90%
PARK RIDGE

DES PLAINES

85%

67%
WHEELING

MOUNT
PROSPECT

90%

83%
WILMETTE

NILES

Figure 1-7: Sidewalk Coverage in Neighboring Municipalities

Northbrook

Morton Grove

Niles

Wilmette

Des Plaines

Golf

Northfield
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Roadway Network
Glenview’s most plentiful transportation network 
resource is its roadway network, totaling 
approximately 291 centerline miles. These roadways 
are not entirely under the jurisdiction of the Village 
of Glenview, but rather several entities, including 
IDOT, Illinois Tollway, Cook County, and private 
entities. Therefore, coordination between the 
agencies is required to ensure proper maintenance 
and enhancement activities are conducted.  
 
Village data shows 413,250 automobile users 
traverse roadways within Village limits daily. Willow 
Road experiences the highest daily traffic, with 
approximately 32,200 daily automobile users. 
Average daily traffic, along with other metrics, is 
vital for bicycle and pedestrian planning because it 

assists in determining the feasibility and practicality 
of proposing new facilities. Roadways with high 
volumes of automobile users require additional 
considerations when retrofitting or enhancing them 
with bicycle and pedestrian facilities.
 
The Village’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) details 
the transportation projects, primarily comprised of 
roadway resurfacing and reconstruction. A capital 
improvement plan (CIP) is a community planning 
and fiscal management tool used to coordinate 
capital improvements’ location, timing, and 
financing over a multi-year period2. Glenview’s CIP 
contains the roadway projects funded, planned, and 
eventually implemented, with timeline projections 
for each phase.  

Figure 1-8: Roadway Jurisdiction



Existing Conditions Page 10

Glenview Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan

Public Transportation Network
Existing transit in the Village is essential to consider, 
as access to transit can simultaneously be improved 
through investments in walking and bicycling. In 
a suburban community like Glenview, most public 
transportation is utilized for commuting purposes, 
most of which conclude within Chicago via the 
Metra service. However, Glenview benefits from 
several different transit options, which can be 
leveraged to benefit all active transportation modes.  
 
There are two Metra commuter rail stations in 
Glenview, Glenview and North Glenview, located 
along the Metra Milwaukee District North Line. 
In 2018, Metra recorded an average of 1,462 daily 
boardings at the Glenview Metra Station and 1,163 
daily boardings at North Glenview, for a total of 2,625 
daily boardings within the Village3. This boarding 

data was all recorded prior to COVID, which has 
negatively affected ridership systemwide.

Metra station mode of access data shows the share 
of commuters who drive to the Metra station is 55% 
to Glenview and 79% to North Glenview. Walking/
biking was the second-most popular mode of travel 
to the Glenview station (28%). Walking/biking and 
being dropped off tied for the second-most popular 
mode for the North Glenview station (10%)4.  
 
Pace Bus, Chicagoland’s suburban bus option, has 
six active bus routes (208, 210, 270, 272, 422, 423) that 
serve Glenview, with 1,192 bus stops/shelters within 
Village limits. On an annual basis, these six routes 
have a total ridership of 31,524 rides. Route 208 and 
Route 270 have the highest annual ridership of the 
routes5.  

Figure 1-9: Glenview Public Transportation Network
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LEVEL OF TRAFFIC STRESS 

The level of traffic stress (LTS) is a quantitative 
measure of how stressful a roadway is perceived 
from a bicyclist or pedestrian perspective. It is a 
function of roadway speed, average daily traffic, and 
the amount of physical space given to bicycling. 
 
LTS is displayed on a scale of 1 to 4, with LTS 1 
corresponding to the lowest level of stress and LTS 
4 corresponding to high-stress roadways on which 
very few would feel comfortable bicycling.

LTS rating for Glenview’s transportation network is 
shown in Figure 1-10. Off-street trails and paths are 
rated LTS 1, and the distribution of stress levels for 
the entire network is:

 ▶ LTS 1: 19%
 ▶ LTS 2: 4%
 ▶ LTS 3: 62%
 ▶ LTS 4: 15% 

After assigning Glenview roadways and shared use 
paths with an LTS rating, an overview of the stress 

of roadways was determined. Most of Glenview’s 
roadways (62%) were rated as LTS 3, indicating room 
for improvement in creating a comprehensive low-
stress network. A similar number of facilities are 
rated as LTS 4 and LTS 1. 
 
The potential benefits of increased bicycling rates 
include increased liveability, decreased transporta-
tion costs for residents, lower transportation main-
tenance costs for municipalities, and lower envi-
ronmental impacts. Creating a low-stress network 
provides other beneficial outcomes, too. For exam-
ple, low-stress networks attract female and low-in-
come riders at a higher rate.

CRASH ANALYSIS

Utilizing IDOT crash data, a crash analysis was 
conducted for all crashes in the Village of Glenview 
for the most recent five-year period for which data 
are available. Data reviewed for 2016-2020 shows a 
total of 5,192 crashes in Glenview. Ten crashes were 
fatal (0.19%), and 1,641 injury crashes (31%) were 
reported. The data provided information on crash 

Figure 1-10: Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) Ratings

LTS 1 is assigned to 
roadways that either 

have low traffic speeds 
and low traffic volumes 

or bicyclists are provided 
with exclusive space 

for bicycling and rarely 
interact with motorists. 
Nearly all prospective 
bicyclists would feel 

comfortable bicycling on 
facilities rated LTS 1.

LTS 2 is assigned to 
roadways where space 

is provided for bicycling, 
but bicyclists may 

interact with motorists.

LTS 3 refers to roadways 
where bicycle facilities 
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less space is given 

and interactions with 
motorists are common.

LTS 4 refers to high 
speed roadways 

(posted speeds of 35 
mph or higher) and 

high volumes of traffic 
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confident to claim the 
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comfortable on these 

facilities.
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Figure 1-11: Level of Traffic Stress
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locations, causes, weather at the time of the crash, 
and injuries/fatalities, amongst others.

All but one fatal crash took place on roadways 
under the jurisdiction of IDOT or the Illinois Tollway. 
All three pedestrian fatalities occurred on IDOT 
roadways, two on Milwaukee Avenue.  
 
The most common cause of crashes was Failure to 
Reduce Speed to Avoid a Crash, which accounted 
for 28% (1,458 crashes) of the total crashes. Of these 
crashes where drivers failed to reduce speed, 36% 
occurred at locations with no traffic control devices.  
As is often the case, many crashes were on roadways 
with high traffic volumes. Within the years analyzed, 

54 crashes involved a bicyclist, and 51 involved a 
pedestrian. There were three reported fatalities in 
crashes involving a pedestrian. No crashes involving 
a bicyclist reported a fatality. The most common 
cause for crashes involving a bicyclist or pedestrian 
was Failing to Yield Right of Way (60 crashes), 
despite an overwhelming majority of these crashes 
occurring at a location with a functional traffic 
control device. 

Of the 105 crashes involving a pedestrian or bicyclist, 
82 of these crash types occurred on roadways that 
did not have a bicycle facility. Additionally, all three 
fatalities involving bicyclists or pedestrians occurred 
on a roadway that did not have a bicycle facility 

Figure 1-12: Crash Locations & Severity
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MUNICIPALITY/LOCALE BICYCLIST
INJURIES

Glenview 54

PEDESTRIAN
INJURIES

BICYCLIST/
PEDESTRIAN
FATALITIES

INJURY RATE
(PER 1,000)

FATALITY RATE
(PER 1,000)

51 3 2.22 0.06

44Niles 74 7 4.04 0.24

Northbrook 34 12 1 1.38 0.03

Wilmette 50 24 3 2.73 0.11

Cook County 8,212 15,524 429 4.50 0.08

Deerfield 2 0 0 0.10 0

Des Plaines 66 80 10 2.50 0.17

Mount Prospect 45 45 3 1.66 0.06

Park Ridge 34 51 2 2.27 0.05

Wheeling 50 24 3 2.73 0.11

Figure 1-13: Crash Locations & Severity

ROADWAY VEHICLES MILES
TRAVELED (VMT)

5 0 0.06Willow Road 78,097 0

East Lake Avenue 124,418 9 0 0.07 0

BICYCLIST/
PEDESTRIAN

INJURIES

INJURY RATE
(PER 1,000

VMT)

FATALITY RATE
(PER 1,000

VMT)

Glenview Road 45,922 18 0 0.39 0

73,596Milwaukee Avenue 13 1 0.17 0.013

Waukegan Road 66,366 10 1 0.15 0.015

BICYCLIST/
PEDESTRIAN
FATALITIES

Central Road 20,286 2 0 0.09 0

13,500Landwehr Road 0 0 0 0

Pfingsten Road 12,078 5 0 0.41 0

Sunset Ridge Road 7,656 0 0 0 0

Wagner Road 7,844 10 1 0.16 0.017Wagner Road 7,844 10 1 0.38 0.017

Figure 1-14: Major Roadway Crash Rates
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or sidewalk. Figure 1-12 and Figure 1-13 display the 
Village’s crash rates compared to its neighbors and 
the most significant roadways within the Village.

While bicycle and pedestrian crashes account for 
1.8% of reported crashes, they constitute 8.6% of 
total injury crashes, indicating that pedestrians and 
bicyclists are more likely to be injured when involved 
in a crash. 

Injury/Fatality Crash Rates
Glenview recorded the fourth-lowest injury and 
fatality rates of the nine municipalities included in 
the analysis. Fatality and injury rates were calculated 
by dividing the total number of bicycle and 
pedestrian injuries and fatalities by the total number 
of residents in each municipality. 

Injury and fatality rates were also calculated for the 
ten significant roadways within Glenview. Injury and 
fatality rates were calculated by dividing the total 
injuries and fatalities by vehicle miles traveled (VMT).
Pfingsten Road was found to have the highest 
injury rate, but no fatalities occurred on the 

roadway. Wagner Road recorded the highest fatality 
rate. Several roadways did not have an injury or 
fatality occur. At the same time, three roadways 
did not experience a bicycle or pedestrian fatality. 
Figure 1-13  displays each roadway’s total injury and 
fatality rates.

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN INITIATIVES

Bike Glenview
Launched in 2013, Bike Glenview is a community-
wide initiative and resource to promote biking as 
a healthy, cost-effective, and low-polluting way to 
travel around our beautiful Village. The initiative is 
made possible through a cooperative effort with the 
Village of Glenview, Glenview Park District, Glenview 
Library, Glenview Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Glenview Natural Resources Commission6.
 
Bike Glenview offers an online interactive trails map 
and paper trail maps at several locations throughout 
the Village7. The map shows existing bike routes, 
and paths, sidewalks along significant arterials that 

Figure 1-15: Bike Glenview’s North Branch Ride
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bicyclists can use. In addition, bike map signs are 
posted at crucial route locations around town to 
help traveling bikers.

Bike Registration
The Village of Glenview’s Police Department has 
implemented a bicycle registration program to 
help residents retrieve their bikes in the event of 
theft or misplacement. The registration is free and 
can be completed via an online form or by mailing 
the registration form to the Police Department. 
Once the form is processed, residents will receive 
a registration sticker in the mail confirming their 
registration. The sticker is applied to the bar 
underneath the bicycle seat, facing forward8.

Mobility Device “Loan Closet”
The Village’s “Loan Closet,” administered by the 
Senior Service Coordinator in partnership with the 
North Shore Senior Center, is an innovative program 
that allows Glenview’s older adult population to 
borrow mobility equipment for three months9. 

Mobility equipment available includes the following: 
 ▶ Canes
 ▶ Wheelchairs
 ▶ Walkers with wheels
 ▶ Four-prong canes

This program helps older adults who might require 
a mobility device for a short time due to an injury, 
medical procedure, or limited mobility. This program 
should be considered a best practice supporting 
older adults as their mobility decreases.

Bicycle Friendly Community
The Bicycle Friendly America program provides 
incentives, hands-on assistance, and award 
recognition for communities, universities, and 
businesses that actively support bicycling. It ranks 
states annually based on their bike-friendliness. In 
addition, the program evaluates the state of the 
bicycle infrastructure. However, it also offers a “... 
roadmap to improving conditions for bicycling and 
guidance to help make your community’s vision for 
a better, bikeable community a reality,” according to 
the website. 

Figure 1-16: Glenview Bike Repair

Glenview Television YouTube Channel
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Glenview first became a Bicycle Friendly 
Community in 2015, when it was awarded the 
Bronze level certification. It was one of only 19 
communities in Illinois to be certified as a Bicycle 
Friendly Community. The League of American 
Bicyclists identified several improvements that the 
VIllage can implement in order to reach Silver level 
certification: 

1. Update the Village’s 2007 bike plan to ensure 
that state-of-the-art bicycle facilities are 
included. 

2. Regularly research bicycle usage to distribute 
resources more efficiently according to 
demand. Conduct at least yearly counts. 

3. Appoint an official Bicycle Advisory 
Committee to create a systematic method 
for ongoing citizen input into developing 
important policies, plans, and projects. 

4. Continue to increase the amount of high-
quality bicycle parking throughout the 
community. 

5. Expand the bike network, especially along 
arterials, by using different bicycle facilities. 
In addition, it is recommended to provide 
protected bicycle infrastructure on roads 
where automobile speeds exceed 35 mph. 

6. Offer adults regular bicycling skills training 
opportunities or encourage local bicycle 
advocacy groups or bike shops to help. 
There are options from short videos and 
1-2 hour courses to more in-depth training 
incorporating in-classroom and on-bike 
instruction. 

7. Ensure that police officers are initially and 
repeatedly educated on traffic law as it 
applies to bicyclists and motorists.

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN POLICIES

New Sidewalk Construction Ordinance
In 2015, the Village adopted a new policy regarding 
the petition process to request a traffic control 
facility be built on Village rights-of-way. For a new 
sidewalk to be considered, a resident petition must 
be circulated and signed by a minimum of ten 
additional residents. Then, a public meeting will be 
hosted, where adjacent homeowners require a 2/3 
vote for Village staff to recommend the sidewalk 
implementation to the Board of Trustees10. 

Engineering Standards Manual
The Engineering Standards Manual (ESM) has 

been prepared to provide minimum standards for 
designing and constructing any facility within the 
Village of Glenview. The ESM provides developers, 
contractors, engineering staff from partner agencies 
(IDOT, transit agencies), and Village staff with a 
comprehensive standard for projects involving 
grading, new development, sewer management/
installation, traffic impact reports, transportation 
facilities, and others. 

According to the ESM, sidewalks “… are to be 
constructed of a minimum five (5) inch thick by five 
(5) foot wide, (IDOT Class SI) PCC with five (5) percent 
to eight (8) percent air entrainment.” In addition, the 
following criteria must also be met: 

 ▶ Public walks shall be constructed through 
all driveways. They shall be thickened to a 
minimum of six (6) inches, or the thickness of 
the driveway, if greater. 

 ▶ Sidewalk shall be constructed one (1) foot off 
the street ROW line unless directed by the 
VEM. Sidewalks shall be continuous through all 
driveway areas. 

 ▶ Sidewalk shall comply with ADA requirements.   
Where accessible spaces are located 
adjacent to a sidewalk, a curb ramp per IDOT 
specifications shall be located in the access 
aisle (striped portion) of the accessible stall. 

 ▶ A minimum clear zone of five and a half 
(5.5) feet between obstructions (signs, lights, 
buildings, benches, trees) shall be maintained 
on all public sidewalks. 

 ▶ Sidewalk cross slope design shall be two (2) 
percent. No approval or acceptance of a public 
sidewalk shall be given for a constructed cross 
slope equal to or less than one (1) percent or 
more than four (4) percent. The longitudinal 
slope shall not exceed five (5) percent without 
the approval of the Village Engineering 
Management (VEM).

Concrete Program (Sidewalk Repairs)
The replacement of deteriorated public sidewalks 
is funded entirely by the Village. The program is 
implemented on an area-by-area basis annually. 
Only those sidewalks within that area are eligible 
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for replacement based on available year funding. 
Exceptions are made for sidewalk areas elsewhere 
in the Village deemed hazardous by the Public 
Works Department11.

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN EVENTS

Many communities have attributed increased rates 
of bicycling and walking to hosting fun, engaging 
events that involve these two modes. These events 
can increase ridership amongst inexperienced 
or beginner riders, allowing them to experience 
bicycling and walking in low-stress environments 
around riders of various experience levels. In 
addition, group bicycling brings people together. 
It erases socio-economic disparities while giving a 
platform to engage with like-minded people12.

Get out and Go Treasure Hunt
This family-friendly event is an outdoor treasure 
hunt in Gallery Park and Kent Fuller Air Station 
Prairie, where families walk or bicycle searching for 
discoveries, earning them points. The event takes 
place in early June13. 
Park Center Sprint Triathlon/Aqua Bike
The Park Center Sprint Triathlon is hosted by 
Glenview Park District in Gallery Park each July14. 
The triathlon format incorporates swimming, 
biking (and an aquabiking option), and running 
into one race.

Glenview Cycle Repair Clinics
Glenview’s only bicycle shop hosts low-cost monthly 
repair clinics demonstrating repair techniques. These 
events are hosted at their shop, but other Village 
institutions have hosted similar repair seminars 
utilizing Glenview Cycle staff members15. 

Glenview Bike to Work and School Days
Both events, hosted in May, promote using a bicycle 
as a form of transportation rather than solely for 
recreation. National Bike to School Day helps teach 
children safe walking and biking skills, reduces traffic 
and air pollution near schools, and helps children 
get more physical activity. Students who start their 
school day with some exercise think more clearly, feel 
more energized, and are better behaved. 
 
As more and more people take alternative 
transportation to and from work, National Bike to 
Work Day promotes the bicycle as a healthy and safe 
alternative for commuting to work16. 

Figure 1-17: Glenview Bike to School Day

Journal & Topics
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GALLERY PARK

With 142 acres of land and open space, Gallery Park is the largest community park within Glenview. Managed 
by the Glenview Park District, the public use of the site, including the Park District’s Park Center, Lake Glen-
view, and Attea Middle School and playfields, shape the many internal relationships of the property. The park 
has been a staple of Glenview for over a decade.  
 
The parcel reuse was part of the Glen Redevelopment Plan, led by the Community Reuse Planning Group. A 
vital feature of the Plan was a 140-acre park to serve community recreational and stormwater management 
needs which would include a 45-acre lake, amphitheater, playgrounds, fountain, gardens, six miles of walking 
and biking trails, tennis courts, athletic fields, a 10-acre site for the Glenview Park District’s proposed commu-
nity center and a 12-acre site on which School District 34 could build a second middle school. 

1. East-west bicycle and pedestrian connections should be considered a priority.

2. Crashes are most severe for bicyclists and pedestrians on facilities where bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure is not present.

3. Based on their width and low stress, several roadways are good candidates for 
making regional connections to neighboring municipalities and regional trails. 

4. Glenview’s mode share has the potential for significant shifts in the coming years due 
to the Village’s emphasis on active transportation and upcoming projects. 

5. Glenview has a lower share of people who walk or bicycle to work than neighboring 
municipalities and the Cook County average.

6. Identifying planned future roadway projects to incorporate sidewalk construction 
and/or on-street bike infrastructure will help to expedite bikeway network expansion.

7. Creating further bikeway/trail connections, including to the nearby regional trails and 
last-mile opportunities from residential areas to commercial and job centers, would 
provide critical connections for residents.

8. 62.4% of Glenview’s roadways have a sidewalk on at least one side.

9. Adding additional bicycle parking could help create positive impacts on bicycle 
ridership and economic development. 

KEY FINDINGS


