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T
he Village of Glenview creat-
ed a Community Engagement 
Plan earlier this year to better 
educate residents about the 

Village’s role and proactively arm them 
with information about Village services, 
development projects, special events and 
other priority topics, and create additional 
opportunities for two-way dialogue be-
tween the Village and the community. 

We hope that this column, a monthly 
mailbag to address questions from the 
public, offers a space to address the 
big issues that are important to you. If 
you’ve got questions about a new de-
velopment, how a statewide or national 
issue impacts Glenview, how the bud-
get gets made or how a Village process 
works, I’ll be answering those questions 
right here each month.

Before we get to the questions, I want 
to wish you a happy New Year.

How does the sale of the Allstate 
property impact Glenview? 

We’ve been closely following the 
sale of the 232-acre Allstate campus to 
Dermody Properties, a national indus-
trial real estate development company. 
The campus, which is located between 
Sanders Road and I-294 in unincor-
porated Cook County, has been our 
neighbor since 1967. So far, we haven’t 
received any development plans or 
proposals from the developer, but we’re 
excited about the opportunity to learn 
more about their goals and create a 
mutually beneficial outcome for both 
Dermody and the Village of Glenview.

Why is Chestnut Avenue undergoing 
construction next year?

The construction on Chestnut Av-
enue is slated to begin in the summer 
of 2022 and is being done primarily to 
improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists 
and drivers alike.

The project, which is being funded 
in part by a $3.1 million grant through 
the Surface Transportation Program and 
Illinois Transportation Enhancement 
Program, consists of widening Chest-
nut Avenue from two lanes to three 
between Waukegan Road and Lehigh 
Avenue. There will be two through lanes 
and one turn lane along with improved 
geometry at the intersection of Chestnut 

and Tanglewood, including a pedes-
trian crosswalk with flashing beacons, 
an ADA-accessible ramp and land-
scaped medians. Other improvements 
include new street lighting, storm sewer 
improvements and a multi-use path on 
the north side of Chestnut to accommo-
date pedestrians and cyclists.

The project follows the construction 
on the Chestnut Avenue bridge a few 
years ago that widened the bridge from 
two lanes to three. It’s a credit to Village 
staff for having the foresight to do the 
bridge work in a way that will accom-
modate this roadway widening.

The Village held an open house 
on the Chestnut Avenue construction 
project in December to answer resident 
questions, and feedback from the com-
munity was positive. Residents were 
particularly supportive of a proposed 
crosswalk near the bridge that would 
include a push-button-activated, yellow 
flashing beacon and a pedestrian ref-
uge in the median.

Our Community Development 
department will be posting updates 
about the project status on our website 
at https://www.glenview.il.us/pages/
chestnutave.aspx.

What are some of the biggest take-
aways from the Village’s 2022 bud-
get? Is Glenview’s budget balanced?

I had a feeling somebody would 
ask about the budget, and I’m glad 
you did! The Board, Village staff and I 
take so much pride in working on the 
budget each year, and I’d encourage 
every resident to attend at least one 
of our budget workshops next fall for 
a first-hand look at how municipal 
government works.

I’m proud to say, yes, the Village’s 
budget is absolutely balanced and 
we’ve maintained our Aaa credit rating 
from Moody’s – the highest score 
possible for municipal governments. 
Glenview has had a Aaa rating for 31 
years running.

Here’s a couple of the highlights 
from the 2022 budget, which was formal-
ly adopted at our Dec. 7 board meeting:

Glenview has an $81.1 million oper-
ating budget. More than half of that 
money goes toward police, fire & 
EMS, and the public safety dispatch 

center, which fields 9-1-1 calls. The 
rest is used to fund things like snow 
and ice maintenance, landscaping 
and forestry services, the Village’s 
resolution center, records department 
and IT equipment and services.

$29.8 million in capital improve-
ment projects, including $16.5 
million for road reconstruction and 
water main replacement.

There will be no increase in the wa-
ter consumption rate. Thanks to the 
addition of a large wholesale cus-
tomer, the Village was able to pass 
those savings along to residents.

The Village is set to receive more 
than $6 million in one-time feder-
al funds from the American Res-
cue Plan Act, which was signed 
into law by President Biden in the 
spring of 2021.  Among the uses 
the Village is considering for these 
funds are road and streetscape 
updates; support for up to 100 local 
businesses impacted by the pan-
demic; inventory and replacement 
of lead service lines; and critical 
investment in much needed water-
main replacement projects.

Have a question for President 
Jenny? Email askpresidentjenny@
glenview.il.us and your question could 
be featured in next month’s mailbag.
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